CARRIE BENCHICH
640 3 Mile Road NW Grand Rapids, Michigan 49544
616-363-4500 ~ cbenchich@starrandassociates.net
HIGHLIGHTS
· Community Partner Work Incentives Partner, WIPA, 2018
· Work Incentive Practitioner: Cornell University, 2015 

· Over 20 years’ experience working with individuals with disabilities.

· Current knowledge of SSA work incentives, cost savings programs and healthcare options for SSA beneficiaries. 
· Ability to listen to individuals, match services to their learning style and build rapport quickly. 

EXPERIENCE
Vocational Case Manager, Starr and Associates/Able Ready EN

         2017-present
· Assist individuals with disabilities to apply for Social Security benefits.

· Provide Benefits Planning assistance to ticket to work (TTW) clients. 
Benefits and Vocational Counselor, Disability Network Lakeshore
(CIL)            2010 to 2017
· Provide Benefits Planning to MRS customers and community members receiving any government benefit (Social Security, Medicaid…) so they can make an informed decision. 
· Administer and interpret vocational assessments to assist individuals to determine their strengths and vocational options. 
· Assist individuals to set goals and reduce barriers to employment. 
Career Counselor, Auburn Career Center  



                        2005-2010
· Administer and interpret career and personality assessments individually and in group settings to high school students and adults. 
· Provide career counseling to assist individuals with career related concerns and academic advising to individuals interested in attending Auburn.  
· Assist individuals with resume development, interview practice, and job search strategies.
Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, Cleveland Clinic



  2001-2005
· Assisted employees and patients of the Cleveland Clinic with work related concerns.
· Administered and interpreted vocational testing results. 

· Assist individuals with resume development and job search strategies. 

· Participated on several teams including the Chronic Pain Management Program and Failed Back Surgery.
EDUCATION/ADDITIONAL CURRENT CREDENTIALS
Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC)
Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC)
Master of Education in Rehabilitation Counseling, Kent State University
Bachelor of Science in Communication Disorders, Bowling Green State University
